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To  Furnish 
the  Story 

u::>::0'h:  0>f?age  mbi';ls 
replica  of  president's  desk. 

BY  CATHERINE  FINN 


T 


O  GIVE  CONTEXT  TO  THE  CREATION 

of  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion— which  declared  all  south- 
ern slaves  free — the  Trust  has 
reproduced  the  desk  on  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  said  to  have 
drafted  the  1863  document  and 
will  display  the  desk  at  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  house 
where  he  wrote  it.  The  Lin- 
coln Cottage,  the  president's 
summer  retreat  from  the 
White  House  and  now  a  Trust 
historic  site,  will  host  an  unveil- 
ing of  the  replica  on  Lincoln's 
birthday,  Feb.  12. 

The  reproduction  is  part  of 
a  plan  to  ready  the  cottage,  part 
of  the  President  Lincoln  and 
Soldiers'  Home  National  Mon- 
ument, for  public  visitation. 
"When  considering  what  fur- 
nishings we  would  need  to 
evoke  the  Lincoln  period,  we 
had  the  option  of  buying  or  reproducing 
one  or  more  period  pieces,"  says  Bobbie 
Greene  McCarthy,  director  of  the  Save 
America's  Treasures  program,  who 
spearheaded  the  project.  "Because  of  its 
singular  historic  significance,  the  desk 
was  the  obvious  choice.  And  we  knew  we 
had  to  invest  in  a  re-creation  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  original." 

Like  the  1850s  original,  the  drop-lid 
paneled  desk  is  made  from  black  walnut 
and  is  embellished  with  carved  details 
and  birds-eye  maple  veneer  in  the  inte- 
rior. Christiana,  Pa.,  craftsmen  Fred 


Hoover  and  Rob  McCullough  made  the 
$21,900  reproduction,  ensuring  its 
authenticity  by  researching  historical 
materials  and  means  of  production.  They 
made  steel  hinges  by  hand  instead  of  by 
machine,  for  example,  and  distressed  the 
wood  to  look  like  it  would  have  in  Lin- 
coln's time.  They  used  wood  drawer  pulls 
and  keyholes  instead  of  the  brass  found 
on  the  original,  which,  they  discovered, 
had  been  added  later.  The  cost  of  the 
work  was  funded  by  New  York  City 
media  executive  Sharon  Patrick. 


Lincoln  lived  in  the  cottage  each 
June  to  November  from  1862  through 
1864.  Three  miles  from  the  White 
House,  the  house  offered  a  refuge  from 
political  pressure.  The  Lincolns  sea- 
sonally brought  furniture,  including 
possibly  the  desk,  by  wagon  from  the 
White  House.  "It  was  especially  impor- 
tant to  have  the  desk  reproduced 
because  it's  the  only  surviving  piece  of 
furniture  we  definitely  know  was  in 
the  cottage  during  the  Lincoln  era," 
says  Frank  Milligan,  director  of  the 
Lincoln  Cottage. 


The  Gothic  revival  house  had 
remained  unrestored  until  President 
Clinton  designated  it  a  national  monu- 
ment in  2000,  after  the  Trust  had  placed 
it  that  year  on  its  1 1  Most  Endangered 
list.  Located  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Armed  Forces  Retirement  Home 
(AFRH),  a  veterans'  retirement  com- 
munity in  the  Brookland  neighborhood, 
it  had  declined  in  recent  years,  with 
AFRH  unable  to  afford  more  than  basic 
repairs.  The  Trust,  along  with  AFRH,  is 
restoring  the  cottage,  which  will  open  to 
the  public  in  September.  "Vis- 
itors can't  experience  Lin- 
coln's White  House,"  says  Lin- 
coln Cottage  curator  Erin 
Carlson.  "This  is  the  one  place 
where  Lincoln  lived  in  Wash- 
ington that  they  can 
explore." 

The     original  desk 
remained  in  the  Soldiers' 
Home  until  1927,  when  it 
was  supposed  to  be  trans- 
ferred for  display  in  Ford's 
Theater.  Instead,  it  was 
placed   in   storage,  then 
moved  to  the  White  House's 
Lincoln  Bedroom  in  1930, 
when  First  Lady  Lou  Hoover 
decided  to  bring  historic  fur- 
nishings back  to  the  execu- 
tive mansion.  It  is  still  dis- 
played there  today. 

Although  the  desk's  original  loca- 
tion in  the  cottage  remains  a  topic  of 
debate,  it  will  be  displayed  in  a  second- 
floor  location  called  the  Emancipation 
Room.  "I  was  then  staying  at  the  Sol- 
diers' Home,"  Lincoln  had  told  artist 
Francis  Carpenter.  "Here  I  finished  writ- 
ing the  second  draft  of  the  preliminary 
proclamation  [issued  in  final  form  on 
Jan.  1,  1863];  then  came  up  on  Satur- 
day; called  the  Cabinet  together  to  hear 
it,  and  it  was  published  the  following 
Monday." 
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